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The Status of the Habitat of Hynobiidae Found in Okayama Prefecture

Masaru YAMADA, Seto-cho

ABSTRACT

Since 1980, there have been few detailed accounts of small-sized salamander populations in Okayama
Prefecture. A 93 month study conducted between March 1999 and November 2006 at 948 locations
throughout all 78 municipalities in Okayama Prefecture confirmed the presence of populations of all
small-sized salamanders targeted by the study: clouded salamander Hynobius nebulosus (lowland
type), clouded salamander Hynobius nebulosus (highland type), spotted salamander Hynobius naevius,
Hida salamander Hynobius kimurae and Japanese clawed salamander Onychodactylus japonicus.
However, even the most commonly found species, the clouded salamander Hynobius nebulosus
(lowland type), was found in an average of just 3.8 locations per municipality, most often near rice
paddies and fields fed by mountain springs, where they lay their eggs in shallow pools of water. The
disappearance of standing water areas brought about by the shift away from agriculture and the use of
concrete in the construction of drainage channels has resulted in the loss of the salamanders’ natural
egg-laying areas and has made it difficult for salamanders to move to and from their natural habitats in

forests. This poses a serious threat to salamander populations.
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